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“The Map that made Scottishness:
How the post-Jacobite
rehabilitation of Scottish identity
became the self-perpetuating
populist reinvention of it.’

Jonathan Stephenson © 2026



Colonel David Stewart of
Garth was a retired and well
respected professional soldier
who was the author of a two
volume work, Sketches of the
Character, Manners, and
Present State of the
Highlanders of Scotland, a
book first published in 18ce. It
was well received and proved
to be a significant factor, as
was he, 1n the recreation of
Scottish identity.
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THE CHARACTER, MANNERS,

AND

PRESENT STATE

" HIGHLANDERS OF SCOTLAND:

WITH DETAILS OF

THE MILITARY SERVICE

OF

THE HIGHLAND REGIMENTS.

BY

COLONEL DAVID STEWART.
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The first volume of
the book contained a
fold out map. This is
the original Map of
the Highland Clans,
the first one ever to
be published.

All subsequent maps
of the Scottish Clans
seem to be derived
from this one,
although other
versions have since
embellished upon it.



David Stewart said his Map of the Clans was based on “Lord
President Forbes's Memorial to their Territories, Military Force
and Partonymics” a document drawn up in 1746 and 1747.

This is a reference to Duncan Forbes of Culloden who was Lord
President of the Court of Session at the time of the 1745 Jacobite
Rising. Therefore it represents an overview of the areas of clan
influence as they were understood to be soon after the defeat of
Bonny Prince Charlie.

References to the Map of the Clans listing names are included in
the book’s text to accompany the Map, which also says:

It is proper to state, that the divisions into which the clans are arranged on the Map, are not
intended to indicate that the chiefs, or heads of the principal branches of all the clans, were the
sole proprietors of the lands classed under their names.
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An act for the more effectual
disarming the Highlands in Scotland

“The Dress Act’ of 1746 1s not actually called that, although
the long title does refer to ‘restraining the use of the highland
dress’. It mostly concerns disarmament in the aftermath of
Culloden, however, does include a section that bans men and

boys from wearing ‘Highland Clothes’. Only in Scotland
“ his



